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ABSTRACT 

Based on some recent results, it is here argued that the communication 

complexity of distributed problems can be greatly affected by two factors 

hereby identified as 'sense of direction' and 'topological awareness'. It is 

also suggested that ,insensitivity' to either or both factors is an indicator of 

the inherent difficulty of a distributed problem. A bibllo~raphy of recent 

results is included. 
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